Motivational Gifts Small Group Discussion Week 2
Understanding our motivational gifts given to us at birth can help us see better the need for each other.  We all are a part of the body of Christ, we are all different and we see things through different gifts.  Yet, if we understand ourselves and others we become the whole body of Christ.  We cannot all be Paul’s out there evangelizing the world.  We need people in constant prayer, perceiving good and evil (prophet/perceiver), building church buildings or a neighbor’s home (servers), encouraging workers or applying scripture to daily life (Encourager/exhorter), donating time or money (giver), caring for the poor and ill or keeping the peace (mercy/compassion), and finally solving problems using scriptural principles (teacher).  
Discussion questions of Motivational gifts:
1. Read Romans 12:3-8.  Humble Service in the Body of Christ
3 For by the grace given me I say to every one of you: Do not think of yourself more highly than you ought, but rather think of yourself with sober judgment, in accordance with the faith God has distributed to each of you. 4 For just as each of us has one body with many members, and these members do not all have the same function, 5 so in Christ we, though many, form one body, and each member belongs to all the others. 6 We have different gifts, according to the grace given to each of us. If your gift is prophesying, then prophesy in accordance with your[a]faith; 7 if it is serving, then serve; if it is teaching, then teach; 8 if it is to encourage, then give encouragement; if it is giving, then give generously; if it is to lead,[b] do it diligently; if it is to show mercy, do it cheerfully.
2. Do we need each other?  Is any gift greater than the others?
3. Imagine and discuss a world with only the gift of compassion (occupations: artists, musicians, conservationists, home economists, nurses, childcare providers and office workers.)
4. Now imagine and discuss a world with only the gift of prophet/perceiver (occupations: ambassadors, criminologists, guidance counselors, judges, lawyers, military officers, scientists and theologians.)
5. Jesus was the perfect example of all seven motivational gifts.  Consider His life and give examples for each of the motivational gifts.  In each instance, consider what you would have done.  When Jesus turned over the tables of the money changers, the perceivers would join Him, Compassion would feel sorry for the money changers mess, servers would help pick things up, teachers would have to think about what was going on, exhorters would start talking, givers would help pick up and administrators might be confused whether to start delegating for clean up or more tearing down.
Prayer Focus:  Ask God to help you be more like Christ, our example, who had all seven motivational gifts in balance.  He could confront the Pharisees and tell them their father was the devil.  He could, as King of Kings, wash His disciples’ feet and He could bless the children at the end of a tiring day.  Jesus taught His disciples out of the scriptures with great knowledge and He gave His life for us, a gift we don’t deserve.  Jesus organized and encouraged a small group of men who carried on His work so we all might be saved.   
